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Chronology of Sunday School History (Unitarian Universalist) 
Part II: 1841 to 1900

By Rev. Frank E. Robertson
Website note: This is the second part of the Chronology. Part I is on the website in a separate file. The Introduction from Part I is repeated here to give the overview of the material, and the notations of the abbreviations used. Items in this publication are also in the Publications and Chronology on this website. Helen Zidowecki
INTRODUCTION
This chronology is designed to be an ongoing project of the Unitarian Universalist Religious Education History Group, who organized themselves in 2001. Because the history of Unitarian and Universalist religious education has roots in early European Christian history and in the history of the old Standing Order of American churches, and evolved from very early ways of teaching, some entries are included before the first American congregations began to identify themselves as Unitarian or Universalist during the second half of the 18th century. Current member churches of the American Unitarian Universalist Association comprise many of the oldest churches in the United States, including the First Parish of Plymouth, whose members separated from the Church of England in 1606 and founded the Plymouth Colony in 1620.

The chronology will also include entries from the history of Sunday schools in England and other lands with whom relationships with American Unitarians and Universalists existed.

While the American Unitarian Association and the Universalist Church of America formally consolidated into the Unitarian Universalist Association in 1961, they actually began to collaborate on religious education projects in the early 1900s, thus becoming increasingly similar. Entries will be made where there was evidence of that collaboration. Also, this chronology will identify entries as either "Unitarian" or "Universalist" in the early period, though placing them in one listing. 

Both faith groups have a liberal Christian heritage with varieties of Unitarian and Universalist theologies. Both also have valued Biblical criticism and sources from the world’s religions, science, the humanist tradition, and earth-centered traditions, displaying many examples of these sources in the educational literature of their long history. Some notations will help the reader identify the influence of such traditions in Sunday school events and literature

The identification of archival sources or where a particular book or periodical can be found has been placed at the end of each entry to aid students in their research. Information about additional locations of materials or new entries is most welcome. 

Abbreviations:
AH–Archives of the Andover-Harvard Library
H–copy in the Harvard University Library system
L–copy at Library of Congress
ML–copy at Meadville/Lombard Theological School Library
S–copy at Starr King School for the Ministry Library

PART II (1841 to 1900)

The following books were published for the use of Unitarian Sunday schools during the period from 1841 to 1871. In 1871 Sunday school books began to be published by the Western Unitarian Sunday School Society of Chicago in parallel to other books published by the Unitarian Sunday School Society of Boston. Also, around 1871, many Protestant denominations adopted a unified plan for teaching the Bible to children. Unitarians discussed the plan at length but decided not to participate. Generally, most Universalist Sunday schools adopted the plan, using their periodicals to help teachers adapt the materials to Universalist beliefs of the period.

1841: A Voice to Youth: Addressed to Young Men and Young Ladies by John Mather Austin, 424 PP. This work was first published as a series of articles in the Evangelical Magazine and Gospel Advocate, 1837-1838. Advice is given about moral and ethical behavior. Independent thinking is promoted and youth are urged to study the Bible and make use of the discoveries of Biblical scholars such as Gibbon. The author moves toward human rights for women, suggesting the traditional domestic role but stating that women are "capable of competing with the masculine mind in the acquisition of those attainments that adorn and elevate human nature." (P. 253)(AH)

1842: Little Things-Great Things: A Sermon to Children by Thomas Bayley Fox, 18 pp. (H)

1843: The Sunday School Singing Book: Being A Collection of Hymns... by Edward L. White. The author also wrote The Sabbath School Choir.

1844: The Sunday School Service Book, published by the Sunday School Society.

1845: Questions Adapted to the Text of the New Testament, Designed for Children in Sunday School: With Hints for Explanation and Remarks by the Teachers by C. Soule Cartee, a superintendent of the Harvard Sunday School of Charlestown, Massachusetts. The book was written for children who read well and was intended to be part of a series of books.

1845: Allegories and Christian Lessons: For Children by Thomas Bayley Fox, 144 pp. (AH)

1846: The Acts of the Apostles: Arranged for Families and Sunday Schools: With Notes and Questions by Thomas Bayley Fox, 136 pp. (H)

1847: Progressive Lessons for Sunday Schools, Printed for the use of the Schools of the Unitarian Societies, published by the Sunday School Society. The Preface was signed "G. W. H. Buffalo" and there were several editions that followed. In a listing of books for sale, this work was attributed to the Rev. Mr. Hosmer of Buffalo; therefore, one can conclude that it was written by G. W. Hosmer.(H)

1849: Catechism for the Use of Children by William Bourn Oliver Peabody. This book was first published in 1823. It was written in verse and intended to be sung responsively. This edition also contains a list of other books for Unitarian Sunday schools printed on the back cover. (H)

1850: A Few Thoughts for a Young Man: A Lecture, Delivered before the Boston Mercantile Library Association, on its 29th Anniversary by Horace Mann, 84 pp. Although this book may not have been used for a Sunday school curriculum, it was probably in Sunday school libraries and recommended to young adult males. Horace Mann was a Unitarian and Field Secretary of the Massachusetts Board of Education. A theme in the book is that knowledge can be used for good or for evil. One should choose the good.

1852: Scenes in Palestine, By A Pilgrim of1851 by Frederick West Holland, 125 pp. The book contains several prints and short chapters intended to be read to children. An example of the style is as follows: "The first place in the history of our Savior, my dear children, was Bethlehem. Jesus was born there... ." (p. 1) Also, like many Sunday school books of the period, poems were included which were probably memorized by individual children and presented at a special event.(H)

1852: Hymns, Songs and Fables for Young People by Eliza Lee Follen.

1852: During this year, a series of eight graded manuals were published under the title  A Course of  Christian Instruction, For Sunday Schools and Families by a group of authors: George W. Briggs, S. G. Bulfinch, Ellis, Rufus  Edward E. Hale, F. D. Huntington, John H. Morison, and Ephraim Peabody. The individual manuals were not printed with specific author's names, but two of the volumes in the Andover-Harvard Library have signatures as indicated below:

1. Early Religious Lessons, under age 10.

2. Palestine and the Hebrew People, age 10, by Stephen Greenleaf Bulfinch.(AH)

3 Lessons on the Old Testament, age 11 .(AH)

4. The Life of Christ, ages 12 and 13.

5. The Books and Characters of the New Testament, ages 13 and l4.(AH)

6. Lessons Upon Religious Duties and Christian Morals, ages 14 and 15.

7. Doctrines of Scripture, ages 15 and 16.

8. Scenes from Christian History, ages 16 and 17, by Edward Everett Hale. 

Like most Sunday school books of the period, these books measure about 4" x 6 `A". (AH)

9. Another book appears to have been added late that year, Scenes from the Ljfe of Jesus. The same list of authors is mentioned and the book is unsigned. It contains thirty-one stories about the life of Jesus and suggests that the order of events is based on Dr. Carpenter's Harmony of the Gospels. The book does not appear on all lists of the series but it was quite popular. A 13th edition *as printed in 1872. Published by the Sunday School Society.

C. 1852: Questions on the Gospels, 272 pp., published by the Sunday School Society without an 

1853: The School Hymn-Book* For Normal, High, and Grammar Schools by Thomas

Bayley Fox, 240 pp.(AH)

1.854: Questions on St. Paul's Epistles by the same author as Questions on the Gospels and published by the Sunday School Society.(AH)

1855: Early Religious Education Considered as the Divinely Appointed Way to the Regenerate by William G. Eliot, minister of the Church of the Messiah, St. Louis, MO, 128 pp. The author addresses the need to educate children to be Christians in faith and conduct, gently instilled so as "to become like an unconscious or instinctive direction of the whole character." (p. 21) Reprinted in 1891.

1856: A Scripture Catechism for Sabbath Schools by Thomas Starr King, 52 pp. This book was used by both Unitarian and Universalist Sunday schools.(AH)

1857: Sermon, Delivered at the Closing of the Sunday-School Room in Court Street: Prior to its Removal to give Place to a New Chapel, on Sunday Evening, February 15, 1857 by Andrew P. Peabody (L).

1858: The Boston Sunday School Hymnal; with Devotional Exercises by Lewis G. Pray and published by the Sunday School Society.

1859: The Two Christmas Celebrations, by Theodore Parker, Boston: Rufus Leighton, Jr., 46 pp. This work contains two stories: one on the birth and life of Jesus, and the other about an older adult brother and sister who offer a Christmas party to all the children of a town divided by prejudices. There is mention of anti-slavery and women’s rights

1860: Analytical Questions on the Life of Christ by Samuel Hobart Winkley, 43 pp.(AH)

C. 1860: Scripture Texts and Lessons to Accompany "A Practical Question Book for Sunday-Schools" by Samuel Hobart Winkley.(AH)

1863: A Study of the Scriptures: Parts I & II by Samuel Hobart Winkley, 68 pp.(AH)

1866: Manual of the Evidences of Christianity: For Classes and Private Reading by Stephen Greenleaf Bulfinch, 147 pp.(AH)

1867: First Book for Sunday Schools published as the 13th edition by the Sunday School 

Society. The author is not listed.(H)

1867: Many Teachers, But One Lesson: A Book for Sunday Schools and Families the writer of "Early Lessons About the Savior by Margaret L. Bennett  249 pp. (AH)

1867: Beginning and Growth of the Christian Life, or, The Sunday-School Teacher by 

Charlotte Maria Haven (L).

1868: Lives of the Twelve Apostles, to which is Prefixed a Life of John the Baptist by Francis William Pitt Greenwood. (L)

1868: Questions on St. Paul’s Epistles: The Epistles to the Thessalonians, the Galatians, and the Corinthians by the author of "Questions on the Gospels": published by the Unitarian Sunday School Society, 182 pp.(AH)

(AH)

1870: Questions on the Gospel of John by Samuel Hobart Winkley and published by the Unitarian Sunday School Society, 62 pp.(AH)

1871: Bible Lessons on Christian Life and Faith: Prepared for the Sunday School of First Church (of Boston), 77 pp. No author given.(AH)

Sunday school books published for use in Universalist Sunday schools from 1841-1871:

1841: The Christian Catechism: Designed for the Use of Sabbath Schools by Hosea Ballou, 72 pp. This book appears to have been intended for use with older children (teens) where Ballou's other catechism was for use with younger children. Three hymns are included at the back. Also, on the back cover is a list of books for sale which may have been listed for use with ages of children from the youngest (below age 10) to the oldest (ages 10-19 and adult):

          Ballou' s Child's Scriptural Catechism.

          Skinner's Easy Lessons.

          Skinner's Child's Catechism.

          Smith's Scripture Doctrine

          Baich's Life of Christ.

          Reese's Catechumen `s Guide.

          Smith's  Jewish History.

          Adam's Lives of the Apostles.

          Ballou's Christian Catechism.

          Barray's Compendium of Church History.

          Baich's Manual.

          Hudson's  Questions.

      Also keep on hand: Page's Questions, Thayer's Bible Class Assistant and Le-Fevre's Hymn Book

1841: The Four Gospels Harmonized. With Questions for Bible Class, Sunday School, and Family Instruction.., by Z. Baker in two volumes.(AH)

1841: A Voice to Youth: Addressed to Young Men and Young Ladies by John Austin Mather, 424 pp. (AH)

1841: A Compendium of Church History Containing A Succinct Account of the Most Important Events…For the Use of Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes. A.C.Barray, Pastor of the First Universalist Society in Homer, N.Y., 129 pp. In the Introduction, the Essenes, the Herodians, and others are mentioned. The book treats briefly the time of Constantine, the rise of Islam, the separation of the Greek and Latin Churches, the Waldenses, and the Albigenses.

1841: Social Melodies: A Collection of Hymns for Use of Prayer Meetings, Sabbath Schools, Bible Classes, and Families by Charles Chauncey Burr, 288 pp.(AH)

1841: Universalism As It j~ Or Text Book of Modern Universalism in America by Edwin Francis Hatfield, 341 pp.

1841: The Child's Bible Book: Or The Bible Opened To Little Children by Thomas Whittemore, l8pp.

1842: Practical and Experimental Religion: Or the Teachings and Tendencies of Universalism by Henry Bacon, 218 pp.(AH)

1842: A Catechism on the Parables of the New Testament Designed for the Use of Bible Classes, and the Higher Classes in Sabbath Schools by John M. Austin, 182 pp.

1842: Compiled for Select Hymns for Sunday School Use of Universalist Sunday Schools  by J. H. Gihon, 64 pp. and published in Philadelphia.

1843: Lives of the Patriarchs, No. 1, "The Life of Abraham, "For Sabbath Schools by Henry Bacon, 54 pp.

1843: Sacred Songs: Adapted to Social Religious Meetings, Sabbath Schools, and Family Worship by Linus Smith Everett, 108 pp.(AH)

1843: Family Worship: Containing Reflections and Prayers for Domestic Devotion by Otis Ainsworth Skinner, 216 pp. It had several editions. (AH)

1843: Lectures to Youth: Being A Series of Discourses Delivered in Albany, N. Y, 1841-2 by Stephen Rensselaer Smith, 241 pp.(AH) Smith also had published Words to Young Gentlemen and Young Ladies, 1842 (AH).
1844: Letters on the Moral and Religious Duties of Parents/ by a clergyman, 156 pp.(H)1844: 

The Sunday School Choir and Superintendent `s Assistant... by Thomas Whittemore, 128 pp.

1844: The Child's Guide to Happiness. Designed for the Use of Small Children in Sabbath Schools by Joseph Freeman Witherell., 16 pp. He also had published The Layman's Manual... that same year, 130 pp.

1845: The Mission of Little Children: A Discourse by Edwin Hubbell Chapin, 16 pp.(AH)

1846: Ninth Annual Report of the Secretary of the Massachusetts Universalist Sabbath School Association, reported by Eben Francis. The report contains statistics of the 42 Sabbath schools reporting that year out of a total 82 known schools.

1846: A Discourse on the Subject of Education as it Relates Immediately to the Universalist Denomination by W. B. Wait, 64 pp.

1846: Duties of Young Men by Edwin Hubbell Chapin, 203 pp, a revision of the 1840 edition.(H)

1847: The Childhood of Jesus: A Catechism for the Younger Classes in Sabbath Schools by Henry Bacon, 36 pp. Printed on back is a listing of other curricula for sale, including some indication of a graded system. (AH)

1848: Lives of the Patriarchs, No.11, A Catechism for Sabbath Schools: Containing the Lives of Isaac, Jacob, Esau by Henry Bacon, 64 pp.

1848: The Eastern Harp: A Collection of Tunes and Hymns, Original and Selected, For The Use of Sabbath Schools by John Boyden, Jr., 238 pp.

1848: Duties of Young Women by Edwin Hubbell Chapin, 218 pp.(many editions).(AH) C. 1848: The Primary Hymn and Tune Book: Being The Family Singing Book.. by Sylvanus Cobb in a revised edition, 244 pp. (editions in 1856 and 1861).(AH)

1848: Lessons About Prayer by Julia Abigail Fletcher Carney, 55 pp.(AH)

1848: The Sunday School Offering: Designed to Please and Instruct Children and Youth, and Especially Adapted to Sabbath School Exhibitions, 98 pp. This book may be by L. J. Fletcher and Abel C. Thomas. It is listed under both names in the Harvard Library system.(AH)

1848: The First Step in the Sunday School by J. M. Usher, 18 pp.

1849: A Service Book: With A Selection of Tunes and Hymns for Sabbath Schools by Henry Bacon, 216 pp. in many editions.(AH)

1849: Lectures on City Life and Character: Increase of Crime; with a Review of Lectures to Young Ladies. by Rev. Daniel C. Eddy, Lowell, Mass. "by Uriah Clark, 64 pp.(H)

1849: The Sunday School Liturgy, Boston, 54 pp.

1849: A Voice To Youth by John Mather Austin, 391 pp.(H)

1850: The Sabbath School Expositor: Being A Compend of the Doctrines Held by the Universalist Denomination by John Mather Austin, 164 pp. The book advocates progressive resurrection where people die and are gradually purified by Christ before reaching perfection in heaven. Sixteen lessons aimed at young people near the end of their Sunday school years.(AH)

1850: A Catechism on the Parables of the New Testament. Designed for the Use of Bible Classes and the Higher Classes in Sabbath Schools by John Mather Austin, 182 pp.(AH) 

1850: The Universalist Catechism, Designed for Private Instruction, and also for the Use of Sabbathical Schools by G. Collins, 8 pp.

1850: Words To Young Gentlemen and Young Ladies, Or The Path of Happiness for Young People by Stephen Rensselaer Smith, 241 pp.

1850: Hopedale Collection of Hymns and Songs, For the Use of Practical Christians by Adin Ballou.

1851-1886: First to Thirty-fifth Annual Reports of the Universalist Sabbath School Union of Boston. The name was changed to Universalist Teachers Union in 1856.

1851: Our Gift: Presented by the Teachers of the School Street Universalist Sunday  School, Boston, printed by Abel Tompkins, 144 pp. The work contains stories about children's lives at play, with siblings, with animals, at picnics, at Sabbath school, with religious concerns, etc.

1851: Proceedings of the New York Convention of Universalists, and the New York State Sabbath School Association, For the Year 1851, 32 pp.

1852: The Sabbath School Assistant: Designed for Bible Classes and the Higher Classes  in Sabbath Schools by William Riley French, 162 pp.(AH)

1852: Characters in the Gospels: Illustrating Phases of Character at the Present Day by Edwin Hubbell Chapin, 163 pp.(AH)

1854: Bible Exercises: Or The Sunday School One Class by Alonzo Ames Miner, 166pp.(AH)

1854: Lessons for the Infant Mind: A Sabbath School Class Book, By the Author of "The Infant's Pastime", published by Abel Tompkins, 18 pp. This little book contains~ 15 lessons. “made short and simple", mostly on the New Testament. It is listed with twenty-two other books on the back cover under the heading: Universalist Sabbath School Depository.

 1854: Life -Story of Hosea Ballou, For the Young by Marturin M. Ballou, 128 pp. Four imaginative prints illustrate stories about Ballou's life.

1857: A Lecture on Hildebrand: Delivered Before the Young Men `s Christian Union, in Boston by Thomas Starr King, 34 pp.(AH)

1857: The Elements of True Manhood: A Poem Addressed to Young Men... by J. G. Bartholomew, 20 pp.

1858: The Religious Aspects of the Age with a Glance at the Church of the Present and  the Church of the Future: Being Addresses, Delivered at the Anniversary of the  Young Men `s Christian Union of New York, on the 13th and 14th Days of May, 1858, by Samuel Osgood...(et. al), 179 pp.(AH)

1858: Why Are You A Universalist?  a lecture at the Pitts Street Chapel of Boston by Thomas Baldwin Thayer, 36 pp.(H)

1859: Questions On Sacred History, Comprising the Decalogue with References: For Use of Bible Classes and Sabbath Schools by J. W. Ford, 121 pp.

1860 A Liturgy with A Collection of Chants and Hymns: For the Use of Sunday Schools by James Lombard, 179 pp.(AH)

1860: What Are the Best Means of Promoting the Sabbath School Work? by  Mary E. Thornton, 12 pp.

1861: The Manual and Harp: For the use of Sunday Schools by L. J. Fletcher, 345 pp. (AH)

1862: The Altar. A Service Book for Sunday Schools by John Glass Bartholomew, 130 pp. (AH)

1862?: The Sunday School Companion Designed for Bible Classes, and the Older Pupils  in the Sunday School by John Glass Bartholomew, 130 pp. (AH)

1862: The Child's Pictorial Scripture Question Book, Designed for the Smaller Children in Sabbath Schools by Minnie S. Davis, 32 pp.

1863-1864: The following series of Sabbath school books by L. J. Fletcher were  published by the New England Universalist Publishing House:

* The Infant School: Designed for the Smaller Scholars, 68 pp.

* First Impressions: Designed Expressly for Universalist Sunday Schools, 59pp.  (AH)

* Key to the Young Heart: Designed Expressly for Universalist Sunday Schools, 108pp

*Guide To Salvation: The Life and Teachings of Jesus Christ., 155 pp.

*The Lives and Doctrines of the Apostles. 170 pp.

*Universal ism: Its Doctrines and Their Foundations, 202 pp.

1864: The Gospel of Slavery: A Primer of Freedom by Iron Gray (pseudonym). The book was actually written by Abel Charles Thomas, 28 pp.(H)

1864-1865: A series of books for Sabbath schools by William Riley French:

*Gospel Precepts for Sabbath Schools, 36pp. (A H)

*Gospel Lessons for Sabbath Schools, 32 pp. (1858)

*Gospel Doctrines for Sabbath Schools, l08pp.(AH)

*The Sabbath School Assistant: Designed for Bible Classes and the Higher Classes in Sabbath Schools, (first pub. in 1852 but sold with series).(AH)

1865: A Christian Catechism, for Instruction in Doctrine and Duty... published by the Rhode Island Universalist Convention, 8 pp. (many editions)

1865: First Steps In The Open Path, Prepared for the Children and Youth of the First (Universalist) Church of Christ, Chelsea, Mass. by Charles Hall Leonard, 40 pp.

1866: The Sabbath School Melodist: A Collection of Hymns and Tunes... by John Greenleaf Adams, 128 pp.(AH)

1867: Chautaqua Association of Universalists, Minutes, held in Sinclearville, Chautaqua, N.Y. June 5 and 6, 20 pp.

1867: Ohio State Convention of Universalists, report includes proceedings of the Sunday School Convention, 27 pp.

1868: Uncle Timothy Taber; or, The New Minister, A Story for the Old and Young, by a  Sabbath-School Superintendent by Alexander Streeter Arnold, Augusta, ME, 228 pp. (AH)

1868: Steps In The Pathway from Youth to Heaven by Franklin Samuel Bliss, 184 pp. (AH

1868: The Christian Way, for Advanced Scholars in Sunday Schools and Bible Classes by Brenton Smith, 126 pp. On the back cover are listed a number of books for sale by The Universalist Publishing House, Boston , by age levels (4-6 yrs, 7-10 yrs, etc.). Books listed for Bible Classes were probably for adults.

1869: A Gospel Catechism for Sunday Schools by Albert St. John Chambre, 10 pp.(AH)

1870. Songs of Joy: For Sunday Schools and Homes. by Gerherdus Langson Demarest, 144 pp.(AH)

1870: Ohio State Convention of Universalist Sunday Schools, Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Session...held in Cincinnati Oct. 26 & 27, 24 pp.

1870: Proceedings at the Universalist Centennial, Held in Gloucester, Mass.,
September 20-21, "Report of Sunday School Committee" by George G. Needham, Andrew Wilson, and Sidney Perham, 11 pp.

1871: Children `s Catechism: For Classes to Recite Together by Alexander Streeter Arnold, 28 pp. (many editions)(H)

Universalist Periodicals Used by Sunday Schools 1840-1870:

*1831-1850: The Christian Messenger, pub. in N.Y., a weekly, first ed. T. J. Sawyer and P. Price.

*1832-1874: The Universalist, name changed in 1834 to The Universalist and Ladies'

Repository , a weekly publication. in Boston and Lowell.

*1835-1886: Gospel Banner and Universalists' Family Monitor, pub. in  Augusta, ME, a weekly, first ed. was William A. Drew.

*1836-1886 Universalist Register and Almanac: Containing Statistics of the Denomination, pub. in Utica, N.Y. and then in Boston. The first editors were G. Whiston and G. Sanderson.

*1839-1850: The Sabbath School Contributor, name changed a few times over the years to The Light of Zion and Sabbath School Contributor, The Gospel Teacher and Sabbath School Contributor, and Gospel Teacher and Universalist Miscellany. It was first published in Lynn and then in Boston. Its first ed. was E. N. Harris.

1839-1862: The Christian Freeman and Family Visitor, pub. first in Waltham and then in Boston, a weekly. Sylvanus Cobb was first ed. In 1862 it united with the Trumpet and Universalist Magazine and was called The Trumpet and Christian Freeman.

1841: The Universalist Family Visitor; Devoted to the Inculcation and Defence of the Doctrine of Universal Salvation, a monthly pub. in Contoocookville, N.H. J. F.Witherell was the editor.

1841-1843: The Eastern Rose Bud, semi-monthly pub. in Portland, ME. S. H. Colesworthy was the editor.

1841-1849: The Christian Teacher, a monthly pub. in Lafayette, and. continued in 1849 as The Western Olive Branch.

1844: Youth`s  Cabinet, a monthly pub. in Concord, N.H.. J. F. Witherell, ed.

1845: Religious Instructor, pub. in Norway, ME. T. J. Tenney, ed.

1846-1849: The Sabbath School Annual, pub. in 4 volumes in Boston. Mrs. M. H. Adams was the editor.

1846-1860: The Youth's Friend, pub. in Cincinnati, Ohio. Abel C. Thomas, first ed.

1847: Child's Gospel Guide, a monthly pub. in Boston. John G. Adams, ed.

1850-1851 Youth`s Monthly Magazine, pub. in Boston, John G. Adams, ed.

1851-1860: The Young Christian, published in N.Y., G. L. Demarest, first ed. Soule. ed.

1860-1862: The Christian Teacher: A Monthly Journal, Devoted to the Sabbath School Cause, pub. in Boston and edited by members of the Universalist Sabbath School Union.

1864-1878: The Universalist, a weekly pub. in Boston  first edited by G. H. Emerson.

1868-1880: The Guiding Star, a semi-monthly pub. in N.Y. and moved to Cincinnati in 1871. Edited by Caroline Soule.

1841: The Sunday School of the Universalist Church of Worcester, MA was organized (July 29, 1871: Issue of The Myrtle.  William Mecorney was Superintendent.)

1842: The Sunday School of the Universalist Church of Chelsea, MA was organized. (Oct. 30, 1863 issue of The Myrtle)

1842: The Teachers' Social Union of Boston (Unitarian) was founded. It sponsored conferences and institutes and took over some of the efforts of the Sunday School Society which had provided such programs for Sunday school teachers in Boston. By 1851, it was giving support to twenty Unitarian Sunday schools, in Boston and it helped to form The Children's Mission. One of the early efforts by the Teachers' Social Union was the sponsorship of the Sunday School Teacher's Institute which put on a series of lectures in 1851 and subsequent years. Among the series of lecturers was the Rev. Thomas Starr King in April of 1853.

??1859??   It appears that a monthly magazine for parents called The Religious Educator, edited by James P. Walker was published by the Sunday School Teacher's Institute.(Various issues of The Sunday School Gazette of the period from Sept. 17, 1851 to 1859)

1843: The Sunday School of St. Paul's Universalist Church of Chicago, Ii, was founded. (June, 1864 issue of The Myrtle, p. 23)

1849: The Children's Mission to the Children of the Destitute was established in Boston in 1849 and Joseph E. Barry was its first director. It included a Sunday school program, beginning that first year. Unitarian children in Sunday schools in Boston and across the continent supported the mission by contributing pennies each Sunday during their services as well as holding special fundraisers. Mr. Barry headed the program through the mid-1870s and was assisted by the Rev. F.Waterhouse from the early 1870s. Top leaders in the Unitarian Sunday School Society supported the project. The program of the Children's Mission housed homeless children and sought homes for them in Unitarian families away from the city in the country communities of New England and the Midwest.. Most of the hundreds of children who came under the care of the Children's Mission over the years were adopted and the social work involved was done by Mr. Barry, his wife, and other staff members. Touching stories about the children were reported in the Sunday School Gazette and, later, in The Dayspring during the subsequent decades. Also, from time to time lists of homes wanted for children of various ages were advertised in those periodicals.
An impressive building was built at 275 Tremont St. in Boston in 1865 to house the children, with a chapel and meeting rooms for classes. Universalists praised the work of the Children's Mission in the July 29, 1871 issue of The Myrtle. They, of course, carried on similar humanitarian activities.

 Also, a similar mission existed in Providence, R.I. founded in 1857. (March, 1874 issue

 of The Dayspring)

 1851: The Universalist Sabbath School Union of Boston and Vicinity was organized. (The Dec. 15, 1865 issue of The Myrtle)

1851: The Sunday School of the Church of the Messiah (Universalist) of Philadelphia was founded (or perhaps reestablished). (Dec. 2, 1871 issue of The Myrtle)

1851: Unitarians open a charity Sunday school in East Cambridge in December, 1851 with 40 attending. (Dec., 1851 issue of The Sunday School Gazette)

1852: The Sabbath School of Second Universalist Church of N.Y.C. was established. (The Aug.1, 1865 issue of The Myrtle)
1853: The Pilgrim Sunday School of the Unitarian Society of San Francisco, CA was founded.(Aug. 9, 1872 issue of The Dayspring, formerly called The Sunday School Gazette)

1857: The Sunday School of the Universalist Church of North Bridgewater, MA was founded By 1871, there were 170 children enrolled.. (May 7, 1871 issue of The Myrtle)

1859: A Universalist Sabbath School was founded in Vevay, Ind.. In 1864 there were 70 students and F. J. Waldo was the Superintendent. (Dec., 1864 issue of The Myrtle)
1860: Joguth Chunder Gangooly had published his book Life and Religion of the Hindoos, with A Sketch of My Life and Experience that year. It was probably placed in most Unitarian Sunday school libraries soon after its publication and used to some extent by teachers. Mr. Gangooly visited the Boston area and was a convert to Christian Unitarianism. His book has a decided bias as convert and his transliteration of Sanskrit words differs considerably from scholars of the language, but his detailed descriptions of the religious beliefs and practices of Hindus in his book are from the perspective of one who had experienced them as a young Hindu Brahmin growing up in Calcutta, India, and probably fascinated older Unitarian youth and Sunday school teachers of the period. He also wrote of the influence The Sunday School Gazette had on him in his book, and wrote a few articles for that children's magazine. (AH)

1866: In the March 1, 1866 issue of The Myrtle, it is reported that the Second Universalist Church's Sabbath School in Providence, R.I. is divided into five departments:

   * Infant Department-under age 8

   * Historical Department-ages 8-15 (using books or travels to the Holy Land, The Life of Christ, The Lives of the Apostles, and Jewish Catechism)

   * Moral Department-ages 12-15 (using The Bible)

   *Doctrinal Department-ages 15-18 (using Austin's Parables)

   *Bible Class-ages 19 and up.

During this period, specific references to age levels of groups are rare.

1866: The Universalist Sunday School at Weare, N.H. was founded. (May 7, 1871 issue of The

Myrtle)

1869: Universalists begin using the "One-Lesson System" instituted by a coalition of Protestant churches for their Sunday schools where all would study a prescribed text from the Bible each Sunday with the various faith groups offering supplementary materials to adapt the prescribed text to their beliefs and traditions. In 1869, the Sunday school of the Universalist Church of South Boston began to use the One-Lesson System. Other churches across the continent followed during the next few years. The Myrtle and The Helper published the Bible texts with guidance toteachers for their use. (Sept. 9, 1871 issue and other issues of the period of The Myrtle)

1870: The Universalist Sunday School of North Cambridge, MA was founded. (May 7, 1871issue of The Myrtle)
1871: Universalist Sunday schools were organized in Columbus, TX, Lawrence, KS, Titusville,PA, Corry, PA, Freeman, ME, and Monitor, MD. (May 13 and June 10, 1871 and other issues of The Myrtle)
1871: The poet and composer of hymns Phoebe Cary is reported as being a Universalist in the Sept. 2, 1871 issue of The Myrtle.
1871: In the early 1870s, issues of The Myrtle contain dozens of descriptions of the celebration of Christmas by various Universalist Sunday schools either on Christmas Eve or on Christmas Day Eve, or both. All of them featured a tree loaded with gifts for children which was lighted for a brief time with candles followed by the distribution of gifts. Santa Claus usually made a visit. Many of these events included dinner, brief addresses, and music. The current custom of candlelight services was not mentioned.

1871: The Nov. 11, 1871 issue of The Myrtle reported the death of the prominent Universalist Sunday school leader Mrs. E. H. C. Culver, daughter of Rev. Sylvanus and Mrs. E. H. Cobb. Mrs. Culver was known to readers of The Myrtle as "Haley May" from her many letters, poems, and stories over the years. She also wrote for the Children's Department of the Christian Freeman and edited her own children's paper, The Little Crusader. 

1872: On Wednesday, October 2 and Thursday, October 3 of 1872, the first attempt at a continent-wide Sunday School Institute was held at the Universalist Church of Worcester, Massachusetts. Hundreds attended, and among the presenters were the Rev. Dr. Fisher of The Theological School of St. Lawrence University of Canton, New York, and the Rev. Mr. Dodge of Stanford, CT. Topics addressed and discussed dealt with educational methods, administration, knowledge of children, leadership training, and the role of the minister in religious education. The quality of the presentations were styled as "normal school" or college level. Some area two-day gatherings followed the Institute later that fall. One was the Ohio Sunday School Convention held in Norwalk, Ohio. Another was the New Hampshire Sunday School Convention held at Concord, N.H. (The Oct.19, Nov. 9, and Nov. 16 issues of TheMyrtle).
1872: In the November 16 issue of The Myrtle, a brief article on the age of the various books of the New Testament suggest that Universalists are involved in the critical study of the Bible and welcoming the findings of scholars. For example, Paul's Epistles are mentioned as having been written first, long before the Gospel of Matthew, which was placed first in ancient times.

1873: A Unitarian Sunday school for all ages was established in San Diego on June 22, 1873. Out of the school grew the Unitarian Society of San Diego which held its first service on Easter, 1874. (Based on notes from a talk given in 1991 by Liz Jones, Director of Religious Education, First Unitarian Universalist Church of San Diego)
1874: Charles F. Barnard, Jr. (son of the founder of the Warren Street Chapel in Boston) takes charge of the music pieces published in The Dayspring. Among his compositions published in the period were "Sunday Morning" and "Light for All."

1876: In Fifty Years with the Sabbath Schools by the Rev. Asa Bullard (orthodox Congregationalist), Boston: Lockwood, Brooks & Co., 336 pp. There is helpful information on the beginnings of Sabbath schools in the United States and abroad, especially among various Protestant faiths and within the Congregational denomination. A few references to churches' Sabbath schools in the Unitarian movement are mentioned but the Unitarian name is avoided, suggesting a biased study. (H)

Books and Pamphlets Published by the Western Unitarian Conference, 1871-1907:

     INTRODUCTION: The Western Unitarian Sunday School Society (WUSSS) was formed in 1873 and `74. Although the Unitarian Sunday School Society of Boston encouraged the WUSSS, it is clear that tensions existed between other leaders of the Unitarian movement. A pivotal factor in those tensions was the deletion of the Rev. William Potter's name from the Unitarian Yearbook in 1874 because Potter called himself a Unitarian but not a Christian. The Western Unitarian Conference passed a resolution of censure of the A.U.A. and firmly proclaimed its intention to remain inclusive of people like Potter. It took 13 years for Potter's name to return to the A.U.A.'s list.

One finds the editor of The Dayspring, published by the Unitarian Sunday School Society in Boston, reporting on the publications of the Western Unitarian Conference in 1872 and recommending "the Lesson-papers issued by Rev. Jenk. Ll. Jones, of Janesville, Wis."(p.131). Also, Kate Gannett Wells wrote first for the WUSSS and then for the USSS. She was a leader in both and helped to nurture positive relationships between the two religious education organizations. In 1882 and 1883, arrangements were made for the Unitarian Sunday School Society of Boston to distribute books published by the WUSSS. By then Mrs. Wells was serving on the Board of Directors of the USSS and helped to develop an exchange of books between the two organizations.

1871: Jenkin Lloyd Jones circulates a series of hand-written Sunday school lessons to Unitarian churches in the Chicago area.

1872-4: Jenkin Lloyd Jones begins publishing The Sunday School, a weekly periodical containing lessons using the Unified Topic Plan. Volumes I, II, and III contain Biblically based lessons and questions for discussion with topics of ethical concern raised. The general outline helps the child to see "the Father" in nature, humankind, and great teachers like Buddha and Jesus. Volume III focuses study on the Hebrew scriptures and introduces the Apocrypha.

1875: Wendt, Charles and Perkins, H. S., The Sunny Side: A Book of Religious Songs for  the Sunday School and Home, New York: William A. Pond.

1878: Jones, Jenkin Lloyd, ed., The Pamphlet Mission (name changed to Unity later that year), a bi-weekly journal publishing Sunday school lessons and advice on teaching methods.

1880s: The following list of curricula books and pamphlets published by the WUSSS were listed in The Little Unity; Cornerstones of Character by Kate Gannett Wells:

  Home Life by Susan J. Lesley and Elizabeth L. Head (1887)

  School Life by L. B. Ames (1881)

  A Chosen Nation: Or The Growth of the Hebrew Religion by W. C. Gannett (1880).

  Channing and the Unitarian Movement in America by W. C. Gannett (1882).

  Theodore Parker and the Liberal Movement in America by R. A. Griffin (1888).

  Sunday Talks About Sunday by Jenkin Lloyd Jones (1881).

  Stories from Genesis by Eliza R. Sunderland (1892)

  Talks About the Old Testament by Newton M. Mann (1882).(AH)

  The More Wonderful Genesis: Or Creation Unceasing by H. M. Simmons (1882).

1881: Blake, James  Vila, Unity Services and Songs, for Sunday Schools, Chicago: Western Unitarian Sunday School Society; contains 13 services and 42 songs.

  1881: Unity Infant Class Cards:

*  Series A: Sayings of Jesus, 10 illuminated cards

*  Series B: Kindness to Animals, 10 illuminated cards.

*  Series C: Corner Stones of Character, 12 tinted cards with photo.

*  Series D: Home Life, 12 tinted cards with photo.

*  Series E: School Life, 12 illuminated cards.

*  Series C, D, and E correspond to Series I, II, and III of Unity lessons with similar titles.

  Also offered along with the cards were a list of "Rules to Make Home Pleasant" to be posted on a wall at home and outlines for special services for Christmas, Easter, and Flower and Fruit.

1882: Wells, Kate Gannett, Doctrinal Instruction in the Sunday School, published in Unity, Vol. IX, No. 8, extracts from a paper read at the Annual Meeting of the Western Sunday School Society in Cleveland, May of 1882.

1883: Mann, Newton M. The Childhood of Israel, Chicago: Series published in The Little Unity.

1883: Wells, Kate Gannett, Lessons in Ethics, recommended in The Little Unity but published by the Unitarian Sunday School Society in Boston.

1883: Gannett, William Charming, Christmas Poem and the Christmas Fact, Chicago: WUSSS.

1883: Jones, Jenkin Lloyd, Unity Sunday School Helps, Chicago: WUSSS, a list of religious education materials.

1884: Gannett, Wm Channing, Studies in Longfellow; Outlines for Schools, Conversation Classes, and Home Study, New York: Houghton, Mifflin and Co., 46 pp. (H)(AH)

     Also by Gannett that year were published:

    In Jesus' Land: The childhood of Jesus,

    In Jesus' Home: The Childhood of Jesus,

    In Nazareth Town: The Childhood of Jesus, and c. 1884

    In Jerusalem and After: The Childhood of Jesus.

1885: Blake, James Vila, Behold the Fowls of the Air (L.)

1886: Gannett, William Channing, Unity Hymns and Chorals for the Congregation

     and the Home.

1887: Gannett, Wm Channing, Outline Studies in Holmes, Bryant, Whittier: Their Poems, Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co., 32 pp. (H) (AI-I)

1891: Stafford, Juniata, Ethics of School Life: A Study of Duties, 12 sessions on topics such as school, the teacher, study, play, school-mates, brightness, dullness, honor, prizes, self-education, and vacation.

1893: Gould, Allen W. Beginnings, According to Legend and According to the Truer Story, Boston: Beacon Press. Contains stories of world religions and other topics.

1895: Gannett, Wm Channing, Flowering of Christianity: The Liberal Christian Movement Toward Universal Religion, 18 sessions on the evolution of religion from animism and polytheism to cosmic theism. There is some treatment of Unitarianism and its history since ancient times.

1895: Jones, Mrs. S. C. LI., Co-Education of Parent and Child.

1897: Crooker, Joseph Henry, The Growth of Christianity, a manual for older classes.

1898: Mann, Newton M., Glimpses of Eternity: Caught in the Light of Creation Processes, Omaha, Neb.: H. S. Mann, 14 pp.(AH)

After 1885: Jones, Jenkin Lloyd, Seven Great Teachers of the World. Stories of Zoroaster, Moses, Confucius, Buddha, Socrates, Jesus, and Mohammed. Includes questions for discussion and a long list of references.

      ? Date: Jones, Jenkin Lloyd, A Mother's Cry, Unity Short Tracks. Essay on a mother's love.

1899: Jones, Jenkin Lloyd, Six Year's Course, unpublished but voted on and field tested by the WUSSS.

? Date: Gould, Allen W. Mother Nature `s Children.

After 1885: Gannett, Wm Channing, In the Home: A Study of Duties.

1905: Unity Festivals, seven services on Easter, Flower Service, Harvest, Christmas, National Service, Christening, and a Covenant Service. Hynms and songs are included.

1907: Jones, Jenkin Lloyd, Love and Loyalty, sermons preached at confirmation classes.

For a study of these writings and a more detailed listing, see Charlotte Cowtan's The Western Unitarian Sunday School Society, 1872-1902, an MA thesis submitted to the University of Winnipeg/ University of Manitoba, undated. but author dates it at 1986. (AH).

     Although most of the works published by the WUSSS are at Meadville/Lombard and the University of Chicago Library system. some are also at the Andover-Harvard Library among their uncatalogued pamphlet collections.

       The archives of the Gannett family are in the college library in Rochester, N.Y.

Unitarian Sunday School Society Books and Events~ 1872-1909:

         On the back of an 1872 edition of Scenes from the Life of Jesus is the following list of manuals sponsored by the USSS and "arranged in the order of the ages...beginning with the youngest classes." Such lists occur occasionally on front or back covers of Sunday school books. They provide an insight into the curricula in use during a given year and sometimes mentions age

levels.                                       For sale by the dozen.

         104 Scripture cards.

         50 Scripture cards with Verses of Hymns, in two series.

         25 Scripture cards with Pictures.

         All the Sundays in the Year, W. V. Spencer [probably the publisher's name].

         Preble [chapel] Catechism.

         First Book for Sunday Schools.

         Early Lessons About the Savior, W. V. Spencer.

         Sunday Lessons for Young Children, H. B. Fuller [probably the publisher's name].

         Progressive Lessons.

         Worcester Catechism.

         Christian `s Catechism by L. G. Pray.

         Bible Lessons on Christian Ljfe and Faith.

         Scenes from the Life of Jesus.

         Cartee's Questions, two parts.

         Palestine and the Hebrew People.

Questions on Select Portions, & C. (Allen's), Part First.

         Question Book on Life of Jesus (Winkley's).

         Allen's Questions on Acts.        

        Books and Characters of the New Testament.

         Jesus and his Questioners (Cartee's), H. B. Fuller.

         Many Teachers, But One Lesson, W. V. Spencer.

         Questions on the Gospels. Price reduced.

         Questions on the Gospel of John (Winkley).

         Allen's Questions, Second Part.

         Analytical Questions on Life of Christ (Winkley), H. B. Fuller.

         Study of Scriptures: Old Testament (Winkley), H. B. Fuller.

         Questions on St. Paul `s Epistles.

         Doctrines of Scripture.

         Practical Questions Book (Winkley), H.B.Fuller

          Religious Duties and Christian Morals.

         Scenes from Christian History.

         Scripture Catechism (E. Peabody's), Pamphlet.

         Lessons on the Christian Life, W. V. Spencer.

         Evidences of Christianity by S. G. Bulfinch, per copy.
Studies in the Evidences of Christianity

Also subscriptions for monthly magazine Dayspring. Order from Secretary, Unitarian

Sunday School Society, 42 Chauncy St., Boston.

*********************

1873: Peabody, Andrew Preston, A Manual of Moral Philosophy: Designed for Colleges

and High Schools, New York! Chicago: A. S. Barnes and Co., 225 pp.(AH)

1873: Clodd, Edward, The Childhood of the World; A Simple Account of Man in Early Times, New York: Asa K. Butts & Co., 91 pp. This book may have been published originally in England and presents a simple account of an anthropologist's view of the development of prehistoric religion. It included some references to ancient sources in world religions such as the Hindu Vedic texts.

1875: The Rev. George F. Piper became Secretary of the Unitarian Sunday School Society and took over editing Dayspring. He served through early 1883. The former name of Dayspring was The Sunday School Gazette (name change in 1872), and the following were the editors:

      1849: Rev. E. E. Hale started as the first editor, but by 1852 was joined by the Rev. E. B. Willson of Grafton and Albert Tolman. of Worcester.Hale continued in September, 1852, but the Rev. F. LeBaron and Dr. Samuel Flagg of Worcester replaced Wilison and Tolman.

      1854: The Gazette was transferred from the Worcester County Sunday School Society to the Sunday School Society of Boston and the Rev. S. G. Bulfinch became editor.

      1856: The Rev. Warren H. Cudworth becomes editor. He is also Secretary to the Sunday School Society. He became an army chaplain in early 1861 and Joseph H. Allen took over as editor until 1865.

      1865: The Rev. T. J. Mumford was editor for one year.

      1866: James P. Walker was editor until his death in March of 1868.

      1868: The Rev. L. J. Livermore was editor and Secretary of the Sunday School Society until the end of 1871. The Gazette was published twice per month; Dayspring was published once per month.

1879: Supplement to a Catalogue of Books for Sunday-School Libraries, American

      Unitarian Association, Ladies' Commission on Sunday-school. (L)

1879: Author ?, Sunday Lessons for Young Children/ by the Compiler of "Hymns for Mothers and Children ", Boston: Sunday School Society, 72 pp.(AH)

1879: Blackwell, Elizabeth, Counsel to Parents on the Moral Education of Their  Children, New York: Brentano's Literary Emporium, 39 Union Sq., 160 pp.

1882: Wells, Kate Gannett, Rights and Duties, Boston: USSS, 48 pp.(AH)

1882: Hall, Edward Henry, First Lessons on the Bible, Boston: USSS.

1882: Toy, Crawford Howell, History of the Religion of Israel: An Old Testament Primer, Boston: USSS. (L)

1883: Henry George Spaulding became Secretary of the Unitarian Sunday School Society and serves until January of 1892. He coordinates curriculum development during that period. Under his leadership, the children's periodical changes its name to Every Other Sunday and is published twice per month, starting Sept., 13, 1885 which he edited.

1883: Winkley, Samuel Hobart, The Higher Life, Boston: J. Wilson, 44 pp.(3rd ed.).(AH)

1883: Everett, Charles Carroll, Religions Before Christianity, Boston: USSS. This work contains stories from world religions and was probably also used by the Western Unitarian Sunday School Society's congregations.

1883: Brown, Howard N., A Ljfe of Jesus for Young People, Boston: USSS. Perhaps the most popular and influential Sunday school book of the late l9th century. It was in its 19th printing by 1905 and used also in the British Sunday schools. It incorporates the Higher Criticism of Biblical studies.(F.R.copy)(L)

1884: Allen, Joseph Henry, Outline of Christian History, Boston: Roberts Bros., 151 pp. (AH)

1884: Clarke, James Freeman, Manual of Unitarian Belief, Boston: USSS and Chicago, 175 Dearborn. This work contains extensive lists of questions drafted by Kate Gannett Wells and was probably used by teens and adults. Its primary focus is on Unitarian Christianity but with references to world religions and evolutionary science. Probably used by the WUSSS.

1884: Dole, Charles F., The Citizen and the Neighbor, for older teens and adults in Sunday school, 9th ed. in 1895.

1884: One must remember that adult classes in Sunday schools were common during this period. For adult classes in Unitarian churches, the following books by Joseph Henry Allen were published. He was a lecturer on Ecclesiastical History at Harvard.  Added to his books were two others used in the classes.

          Outline of Christian History, A.D. 50-1800.

          Christian History, In Its Three Great Periods.

          Hebrew Men and Times From the Patriarchs to the Messiah.

          Our Liberal Movement in Theology, Chiefly as Shown in Recollections of the History of Unitarianism in New England.

          Positive Religion, Essays, Fragments, and Hints.

          Renan, Ernest, History of the People of Israel. 

          Foote, Henry Wilder, Thy Kingdom Come: Ten Sermons on the Lord's Prayer, Preached at King's Chapel.

1885: Hall, Edward H., Lessons on the Life of St. Paul, Boston: USSS.

1885: Winkley, Samuel Hobart, Questions Concerning the Son of Man. (L)

1886: Dole, Charles F., Early Hebrew Stories, Boston: USSS, 102 pp. This book was part of a series called "Lives and Deeds."(AH)

1886: Wilson, Ella Calista (Handy), New Testament Parables for Children. (L)

1886: Young, George Henry, Character Lessons, Boston: USSS, 35 pp.(AH)

1887: Winsor, Ann Bent, Ready Reference-Book to the Four Gospels. (L)

1887: Spaulding, Henry G., Hebrew Prophets and Kings, Boston: USSS.

1888: Dole, Charles Fletcher, Hand-Book of Temperance. (L)

188?: Dole, Charles Fletcher, A Chivalrous Religion: To Our Young Men and Women, Boston: AUA, 12 pp.(H)

1888: Colburn, Frances E., A Teachers `Manual to Accompany the Illustrated Sunday-School Primer, Boston: Unitarian Sunday-School Society, 59 pp., 20 lessons for children in the Primary Dept. An affirmation of belief is printed on the page before Lesson 1, "to be repeated each Sunday." In the session on "Charity," the children are taught to save pennies for the Children's Mission. (AH)

1888: Wells, Kate Gannett, Outlines and Charts for Conversation and Study in Sunday-Schools, With Aid of a Blackboard, Boston: US SS, 81 pp. Each lesson has an elaborate chart on the facing page with words and some designs showing how a full blackboard could be prepared ahead of class by the teacher with sayings and various kinds of print to use in teaching. (AH)

1888: Spaulding, Henry George, The Later Heroes of Israel, Boston: USSS, 130 pp. The book is aimed at older teens and adults and studies Jonah, Isaiah, Josiah, Jeremiah, and Job. Thirty-five pages of notes and questions and a few pages of references are at the back. (AH)

1889: Spaulding, Henry George and William Wallace Fenn, Lessons on the Gospel of Luke, Boston: USSS.

1890: Savage, M. J., Unitarian Catechism, Boston: Geo. H. Ellis, 141 Franklin St., 67 pp. The use of anthropology, evolution theory, Higher Criticism in Biblical studies, and some knowledge of world religions was made. An extensive list of references is at the back. (AH)

1890: Temperance Services, and Hymns for Temperance Societies, Churches and Sunday Schools, Boston: USSS.
1891: Everett, Charles Carroll (Bussey Professor of Theology at Harvard), Ethics for Young People, Boston: Ginn and Co., 46 short chapters in 185 pp.

1892-1902: The Unitarian Sunday School Society produced a new series of curricula, coordinated by their Secretary, Edward A. Horton:

     Kindergarten Lessons by Miss. Mulliken.

     Mother Nature `s Helpers and Mother Nature `s Children, ? author, (1895).

     Childhood's Morning, (1893).

     Little Thoughts Made Larger by Lizzie C. Estey and Clara Daly (1894)

     Sunday Helps for Little People by Alice C. Dockham and Lucy F. Gerrish (1894).

     God in Bible Stories by Kate Gannett Wells (1901)

     God in Nature  by Kate Gannett Wells (1900).

     God in Great Examples by Kate Gannett Wells (1900), stories of Channing, Martin Luther, John Milton, William Bradford, John Eliot, Stanley & Livingstons, Elizabeth Fry, Florence Nightingale, Lincoln, and Frances Willard. The three series are in packets.

     God in Little Deeds,  10 lessons for Primary Grade (1901).

     Large Truths in Little Stories (1898).

     Illustrated Primary Leaflets by Mrs. J. C. Jaynes.

      Illustrated Primary Lessons by Kate Gannett Wells. 40 lessons.

      Lessons on the Old Testament by Mrs. J. C. Jaynes, 36 lessons (1894).

      Lessons on the Life of Jesus by Mrs. J. C. Jaynes, 36 lessons in packet (1892).

      Lessons on the Beginning of Christianity by Mrs. J. C. Jaynes, 20 lessons (1895).

      Early Old Testament Narratives by Mrs. J. C. Jaynes, 36 lessions, ages 7-9 as above.

      Helps for Teachers by Walkley.

      Beacon Lights of Christian History for intermediates by Edward A. Horton (1897)

      Teachings of Jesus  by Edward A. Horton.

      A Catechism of Liberal Faith by Charles Fletcher Dole, 112 pp. (1895).(AH)

      Story of Israel and Great Thoughts of Israel.

     Questions for Bible Study by Charles F. Dole, series I-TV (various dates).

     Noble Lives and Noble Deeds by various authors,  40 lessons (1893).

     Lessons on the Book of Acts by W. W. Fenn, 40 lessons (1893).

     A Short History of Unitarianism  Since the Reformation by F. B. Mott.

     Scenes in the Life of Jesus by W. H. Pulsford,  36 lessons, for teachers and advanced classes (1900).

    Scenes in the Life of Jesus by W. H. Pulsford,  helps for teachers (1900). 

     Lessons in Religion for the Older Classes in Sunday School by Charles Adams Allen, 32 lessons, Bible-centered, 67 pp. (1892).

     Questions on the Old Testament Books in Their Right Order by Chadwick.

     Beacon Lights of Christian History for advanced students by Albert Walkley (1897).

     The Beginnings  of Christianity by E. A. Horton and M. J. Savage.

     1892: Everett, Charles Carroll, Religions Before Christianity, A Manual for Sunday Schools, (L).

     1895: Horton, Edward A., ed., A Book of Song and Service for Sunday School and Home, Boston: A.U.A.

Universalist Sunday School Writings (1 870-1900) :

      Universalist writings between 1870 and 1900 are less numerous than one would expect because most of the churches used the "Uniform Lesson Plan System," developed by

representatives from various Protestant denominations, including themselves, during that period. Their curricula were to a large extent provided by that system and they published the weekly lessons with adaptations in their periodicals The Myrtle and The Helper. The goal of the system was for all Sunday school classes around the world to use the same Bible passage on a given Sunday among the Protestant denominations. Some guidance was eventually given to help teachers adapt the system to various age levels.

      Universalists phased out the use of the Uniform Lesson Plan System in the early 1 900s. They had evolved toward a more progressive and evolutionist methodology and theology and felt

a stronger need for their own curricula. They were also becoming closer to the Unitarians who had decided to avoid use of the system. For example, the minutes of the Unitarian Sunday School Society for 1885 mention sending aid to the Universalist Society of Titusville, PA in March of that year; they exchanged greetings between their Annual Meeting and the Universalist State

Sunday School Convention of Maine in October of 1892; and they were addressed by the Rev. S.

H. Roblin, Pastor of Second Universalist Church of Boston, during their October, 1895 Annual

Meeting in Providence, R.I.

     1873: Demarest, George L., A Year of Worship: For Sunday Schools and Homes, Boston: Universalist Publishing House, 180 pp. (AH)

     1877: Hanson, John Wesley, Bible Proofs of Universal Salvation: Containing the  Principal Passages of Scripture that Teach the Final Holiness and Happiness of All Mankind, Chicago: Hanson, 107 pp.(AH)

     1878: Arnold, Alexander Streeter, Henry Lovell: A Temperance Story, For Old and Young, Valley Falls, R. I.: A. S. Arnold, 196 pp.(H)

     1879: Hanson, John Wesley, Christian Chorals: A Hymn and Tune Book for the Congregation and the Home, Chicago: Hanson, 144 pp.(AH)
     1879: Sawyer, E. H., Is There A Hell? An Extemporaneous Discourse Before the Students of the Missouri State Normal School of Kirksville, Mo., Macon, MA. 10 pp.

     1881: Adams, John Greenleaf, Talks About the Bible: To The Young Folks, Boston: Universalist Publishing House, 190 pp.(AH)

     1882: Eddy, Richard, The Universalist Origin of American Sunday Schools, "Universalist Quarterly," New Series, Vol. XIX, pp. 448-459. (AH)

     1883: Holden, Albert J., compiler, Songs of Faith, Hope, and Love: For Sunday Schools  and Devotional Meetings, New York and Chicago, 152 pp.

     1883: Johnson, William S.,  The Guide. A Service Book for Sunday Schools, Boston, 112 pp.

     1885-1886: A List of Books for Sunday School Libraries, Approved by The Library Commission of the Universalist General Convention, Boston, 26 pp. (first supplement, 12 pp.; second supplement, 24 pp.)

     1886: Holmes, Slade, A Universalist Catechism: And Instruction Book in Doctrine and Duty, Boston: Universalist Publishing House, 31 pp.(AH)

     1889/'91: Marsh, Abbie F., First Steps Toward Heaven for Little Christians, Boston: Universalist Publishing House, 68 pp.

     1892: Hanson, John Wesley, A Pocket Cyclopaedia: Brief Explanations of Religious Terms as Understood by Universalists, Boston: Universalist Publishing H., 89 pp. (AH)

     1894: Hanson, John Wesley, ed., The World's Congress of Religions: The Addresses and Papers Delivered Before the Parliament, and An Abstract of the Congresses Held in the Art Institute, Chicago...August 25 to October 15, 1893; Under the Auspices of the World's Columbian Exposition, Boston: Gately & 0. Gorman, 1196 pp.(AH

     1894-1895: Pullman, James Minton, Studies in the Life and Teachings of Jesus: For Sunday Schools, Lynn, MA: Nichols Press, 156 pp.(AH)

     1897: Books for Sunday School Libraries, Approved by the Library Commission of the Universalist General Convention, Boston: Universalist Publishing House, 12 pp. The books are classified as primary, intermediate, youth, adult, and teacher.

Universalists Periodicals in use in the 1870-1900 Period:

     1832-1874: The Universalist, name changed to The Universalist and Ladies Repository

in 1834. 

1835-1886: Gospel Banner and Universalists' Family Monitor, a weekly published in

          Agusta, ME, with William A. Drew as first editor.

     1836-1886: Universalist Register and Almanac: Containing Statistics of the Denomination, published in Utica, N.Y. and later in Boston with G. Whiston and G. Sanderson as first editors.

     1851-1924: The Myrtle: A Sunday School Paper, John G. Adams first editor.(AH)

     1864-1878: The Universalist, weekly pub. in Boston, G. H. Emerson first ed.

     1868-1880: The Guiding Star, pub. semi-monthly in N.Y. first and moved to Cincinnati in 1871, Caroline E. Soule first ed.

     1870-1941: of The Sunday School Helper: A Monthly Magazine, Devoted to the Interests of  Universalist Sunday School Teaching (changed name to The Helper about 1900), first pub. in Chicago and later N.Y. and then in Boston. The first ed. was Samuel A. Briggs. Later editors were George W. Perry, G. L. Demarest, and J. G. Adams. (AH)

     1879-mid-1900s: The Christian Leader, and later called The Universalist Leader. G. H. Emerson was the first editor.(AH)

     1894-1945: Universalist Union and later called Onward, the newspaper of the Young People's Christian Union, pub. in Boston. (AH)

Some Unitarian Religious Education Materials From Abroad (l9th century):

1861: Conybeare, William John, The Life and Epistles of St. Paul, London: Logmans, Green, 2 Vols., plates and maps. (H)

c. 1862: Barbauld, Anna Letitia, Hymns for Children, in Prose, Illustrated by A. L. Bond, London: Dean & Son., 62 pp. (H)

1877: Knappert, Jan, The Religion of Israel, A Manual; Translated from the Dutch by Richard A. Armstrong, London: Williams & Norgate, 231 pp. (H)

1880: Herford, Brooke, The Story of Religion in England: A Book for Young Folk, 2nd ed., London: Sunday School Assoc., Chicago: Jansen McClurg & Co. (H)

18 ?: Herford, Brooke, Temperance and Purity: What Our Young People Can Do for Them, prob. from England but an edition pub. by the Unitarian Temperance Society of Boston, 15 pp. (H)

1884: Hawkes, Henry, Recollections of John Pounds, London, etc.: Williams & Norgate, 351 PP. This work treats animals kept in pounds. (H)

1887: Smith, G. Vance, Chapters on Job for Young Readers, London: The Sunday School Assoc., Essex Hall, Essex St., Strand, 156 pp. (H)

    At the back of this book is a listing of dozens of Sunday school books available in the period for Unitarian churches in the United Kingdom. The list includes some books published in the United States.

1889: Davis, Valentine David, The Epistles of St. Paul to the Philippians and to Philemon..., London: The Sunday School Assoc., 160 Pp. (H)

1891: Clodd, Edward, The Childhood of Religions, new ed., London: K. Paul, Trench, Trubner, 294 pp. (H)

1894: Carpenter, Joseph Estlin, Life in Palestine When Jesus lived: A Short Hand-book  to the First Three Gospels, 4 ed., London: Sunday School Assoc., 189 pp. (H)

1897: Cooke, Frances E., The Story of Dorothea Lynde Dix, London: Sunday School Assoc., 104 pp. (H)

1898: Roy, U. Robin and Singh, Hajom Kissor, The Book of Brief Questions About the
 Religion of God, the catechism of the Unitarian Union of the Khasi Hills of India, translated by D. K. B. Mukhim and the Rev. John Rex and pub. in Unitarian Universalism, Selected Essays, 2000, Boston: TJU Ministers' Assoc.,pp. 144-159.

